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To  the  CommiiTioner  of  Foreign  Relations. 


CITIZEN, 

l HE  meafures  which  prudence  preferibes  to  me  to 
take,  with  refpedl  to  my  colleagues,  have  ftill  pre- 


T 


1. 


Tided  in  the  digefting  of  the  difpatches  figned  by  them,  which 
treat  of  the  infurredtion  of  the  weftern  counties,  and  of  the 
repreftivc  means  adopted  by  the  government.  I  have  allow¬ 
ed  them  to  be  confined  to  the  giving  of  a  faithful,  but  nak- 
ed  recital  of  events :  the  reflections  therein  contained 
lcarcely  exceed  the  conclufions  eafily  deducible  from  the 
character  affumed  by  the  public  prints.  I  have  referred 
myielf  to  give  you  as  far  as  I  am  able  a  key  to  the  facts  de¬ 
tailed  in  our  reports.  When  it  comes  in  question  to  ex¬ 
plain,  either  by  conjectures  or  a  certain  data,  the  fecret 
views  of  a  foreign  government,  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
run  the  rifk  of  indifcretions,  and  to  give  onefelf  up  to  men, 
whofe  known  partiality  for  that  government,  and  limilitude 
of  paflions  and  interefts  with  its  chiefs,  might  lead  to  con¬ 
fidences,  the  ifliie  of  which  are  incalculable.  Be  Tides  the 
precious  confffioris  of  Mr.  Randolph  alone  throw  a  fatis- 
fadtory  light  upon  every  thing  that  comes  to  pafs.  Thefe 
I  have  not  yet  communicated  to  my  colleagues.  The  mo¬ 
tives  already  mentioned  lead  to  this  referve,  and  ftill  lefs 
permit  me  to  open  myielf  to  them  at  the  prelent  moment. 


I  ihall  then  endeavour,  Citizen,  to  give  you  a  clue  to  ail 


an  account,  taftdlp  difooy^rrthe  Jtruc-caufea  af.the.explofion, 
which  is  obftinately  Vefolyexh  tcf  rejftefe  Mtlt  great  means, 
although  the  ftate  of  things  has  no  longer  any  thing  alarm-, 
ing. 

2.  To  confine  the  prefent  crifis  to  the  fimple  queftion  of 
the  excife  is  to  reduce  it  far  below  its  true  fcale ;  it  is  in¬ 
dubitably  connected  with  a  general  explofion  for  fome  time 
prepared  in  the  public  mind,  but  which  this  local  and  pre¬ 
cipitate  eruption  will  caufe  to  mifcarry,  or  at  leaft  check 
for  a  long  time  ; — in  order  to  fee  the  real  caufe,  in  order  to 
calculate  the  eftecl,  and  the  confequences,  we  mull  afcend 
to  the  origin  of  the  parties  exifling  in  the  ftate,  and  retrace 
their  progrefs. 

3.  The  prefent  fyftem  of  government  has  created  mal¬ 
contents.  This  is  the  lot  of  all  new  things.  My  prede- 
ceflbrs  have  given  information  in  detail  upon  the  parts  of 
the  fyftem  which  have  particularly  awakened  clamours  and 
produced  enemies  to  the  whole  of  it.  The  primitive  divi¬ 
sions  of  opinion  as  the  political  form  of  the  ftate,  and 
the  limits  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  whole  over  each  ftate  in¬ 
dividually  fovereign,  had  created  the  federalifts  and  anti- 
federalifts.  From  a  whimfical  contrail  between  the  name 
and  the  real  opinion  of  the  parties,  a  contrail  hitherto  lit¬ 
tle  underftood  in  Europe,  the  former  aimed,  and  ftill  aim, 
with  all  their  power,  to  annihilate  federalifm,  whilft  the 
latter  have  always  wifhed  to  preferve  it.  This  contrail  was, 
created  by  the  Co?ifolidators  or  the  Conftitutionalifts*,  who 
being  firil  in  giving  the  denominations  (a  matter  fo  impor¬ 
tant  in  a  revolution)  took  for  themfelves  that  which  was  the 
moil  popular,  although  in  reality  it  contradi«5led  their  ideas 
and  gave  to  their  rivals  one  which  would  draw  on  them 
the  attention  of  the  people  notwithftanding  they  really 
wifhed  to  preferve  a  fyftem  whofe  prejudices  ihould  cherifli 
at  leaft  the  memory  and  the  name. 

4.  Moreover  thefe  firft  divifions,  of  the  nature  of  thofe 
to  be  deftroyed  by  time,  in  proportion  as  the  nation  ihould 
have  advanced  in  the  experiment  of  a  form  of  government 
which  rendered  it  flourifhing,  might  now  have  completely 
difappeared:  if  the  fyftem  of  finance  which  had  its  birth 
in  the  cradle  of  the  conftitution,  had  not  renewed  their  vi¬ 
gour  under  various  forms.  The  mode  of  organizing  the 
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national  credit,  the  confolidating  and  funding  of  the  public 
debt,  the  introduction  in  the  political  economy  of  the  utage 
of  ftates,  which  prolong  their  exigence  or  ward  oil  their 
fall  only  by  expedient,  imperceptibly  created  a  financiering 
clafs  who  threaten  to  become  the  ariftocratical  order  of  the 
ftate.  Several  citizens,  and  among  others  thofe  who  had 
aided  in  eflabliihing  independence  with  their  purfes  or  their 
arms,  conceived  themfelves  aggrieved  by  thofe  fiical  en¬ 
gagements.  Hence  an  oppofition  which  declares  it»elf  be¬ 
tween  the  farming  or  agricultural  intereft,  and  that  of  the 
fifcal ;  federalifm  and  antifederalifm,  which  are  founded 
on  thofe  new  denominations,  in  proportion  as  the  trealury 
ufurps  a  preponderance  in  the  government  and  legiflation  : 
Hence  in  fine,  the  ftates  divided  into  partifans  and  enemies 
of  the  treafurer  and  of  his  theories.  In  this  new  clarifi¬ 
cation  of  parties,  the  nature  of  things  gave  popularity  to 
the  latter,  an  innate  inftinct,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflicn, 
.  caufed  the  ears  of  the  people  to  revolt  at  the  names  alone 
of  treafurer  and  Jlochjobber  :  but  the  oppofite  party,  in  con- 
fequence  of  its  ability,  obftinately  perfifted  in  leaving  to  its 
adverfaries  the  fufpicious  name  of  a'riii-federahjl ,  whilft  in 
reality  they  were  friends  to  the  conftitution  and  enemies 
only  of  the  excrefences  which  financiering  theories  threat¬ 
ened  to  attach  to  it. 

5.  It  is  ufelefs  to  flop  longer  to  prove  that  the  monar¬ 
chical  fyftem  was  interwoven  with  thofe  novelties  of  fi¬ 
nances,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  latter  favoured  the  at¬ 
tempts  which  were  made  in  order  to  bring  the  conftitution 
to  the  former  by  mfenfible  gradations.  The  writings  of 
influential  men  of  this  party  prove  ft  ;  their  real  opinions 
too  avow  it,  and  the  journals  of  the  fenate  are  the  depo- 
fitory  of  the  fir  ft  attempts. 

6.  Let  us,  therefore,  free  ourfelves  from  the  intermediate 
fpaces  in  which  the  progrefs  of  the  fyftem  is  marked,  fince 
they  can  add  nothing  to  the  proof  of  its  exiftence — Let  us 
pais  by  its  fyaipathy  with  our  regenerating  movements, 
while  running  in  monarchical  paths — Let  us  arrive  at  the 
fituation  in  which  our  Republican  revolution  has  placed 
things  and  parties. 


7.  The  antifederalifts  difembarrafs  themfelves  of  an  in- 
fignificant  ‘dehommatlon,  and  take  that  of  patriots  and  re¬ 
publicans.  Thei 
ft  an  ding  their  effo 


leir  adverfaries  become  arijhcrats ,  nctwith- 
fforts  to  preferve  the  advantageous  illufion 
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of  ancient  names  j  opinions  clafh,  and  prcfs  each  others 
the  ariltocratic  attempts  which  formerly  had  appeared  fo  in- 
fignifieant,  are  recoliedted  :  The  treafurer,  who  is  looked 
upon  as  their  firft  fource,  is  attacked  j  his  operations  and 
plans  is  denounced  to  the  public  opinion  ;  nay,  in  the  fef- 
lionsof  1792  and  1 793 >  a  folemn  inquiry  into  his  admini¬ 
stration  was  obtained.  The  flrlh  victory  was  to  produce 
another,  and  it  was  hoped  that,  faulty  or  innocent,  the 
treafurer  would  retire,  not  lefs  by  necellity  in  the  one  cafe, 
than  from  fdf-love  in  the  other.  He,  emboldened  by  the 
triumph  which  he  obtained  in  the  ufelefs  enquiries  of  his 
enemies,  of  which  both  objedts  proved  equally  abortive, 
feduced  befides  by  the  momentary  reverfe  of  republicanism 
in  Europe,  removes  the  made  and  announces  the  approach¬ 
ing  triumph  of  his  principles. 

8.  In  the  mean  time,  the  popular  focieties  are  formed  5 
political  ideas  concenter  themfelves,  the  patriotic  party  u- 
nite  and  more  clofely  conned!  themfelves  j  they  gain  a  for¬ 
midable  majority  in  the  legiilature  5  the  abafement  of  com¬ 
merce,  the  flavery  of  navigation,  and  the  audacity  of  Eng¬ 
land,  (Lengthen  it.  A  concert  of  declarations  and  cenfures 
againft  the  government  arifes  5  at  which  the  latter  is  even 
itfelf  aftonifhed. 

9.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  things  towards  the  clofe  of 
the  lafk  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year.  Let  us 
pafs  over  the  difeontents  which  were  moll  generally  ex¬ 
press'd  in  thefe  critical  moments.  They  have  been  fent  to 
you  at  different  periods,  and  in  detail.  In  every  quarter 
are  arraigned  the  imbecibility  of  the  government  towards 
Great  Britain,  the  defencelefs  Bate  of  the  country  againft 
poffible  invafions,  the  coldnefs  towards  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic  :  the  fyltem  of  finance  is  attacked,  which  threatens  eter- 
nifmg  the  debt  under  pretext  of  making  it  the  guaranty  of  pub¬ 
lic  happinefs  ;  the  complication  of  that  fyltem  which  with¬ 
holds  from  general  infpe&ion  all  its  operations, — the  alarm- 
ing  power  of  the  influence  it  procures  to  a  man  whofe  prin¬ 
ciples  are  regarded  as  dangerous,  the  preponderance  which 
that  man  acquires  from  day  to  day  in  public  meafures,  and 
in  a  word  the  immoral  and  impolitic  modes  oi  taxation, 
which  he  at  firft  prefents  as  expedients,  and  afterwards 
raifes  to  permanency. 

10.  In  touching  this  laft  point  we  attain  the  principal 
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tive  of  their  movements.  Republicans  by  principle,  inde¬ 
pendent  by  character  and  fituation,  they  could  not  but  ac¬ 
cede  with  enthufiafm  to  the  criminations  which  we  have 
{ketched.  But  the  excife  above  all  afiedts  them.  Their 
lands  are  fertile,  watered  with  the  fined  rivers  in  the  world  : 
but  the  abundant  fruits  of  their  labour  run  the  rifk  of  pe- 
rifliing  for  the  want  of  means  of  exchanging  them,  as 
thofe  more  happy  cultivators  do  for  objedfs  which  defire  in¬ 
dicates  to  all  men  who  have  known  only  the  enjoyments 
which  Europe  procures  them.  They  therefore  convert  the 
excels  of  their  produce  into  liquors  imperfectly  fabricated, 
which  badly  fupplies  the  place  of  thefe  they  might  procure 
by  exchange.  The  excife  is  created  and  drikes  at  this  con¬ 
fiding  transformation  ;  their  complaints  are  anfwered  by 
the  only  pretext  that  they  are  other  wife  inacceflible  to  eve¬ 
ry  fpecies  of  impoft.  But  why,  in  contempt  of  treaties, 
are  they  left  to  bear  the  yoke  of  the  feeble  Spaniard,  as  to 
the  MiiTifippi,  for  up  wards  of  twelve  years  ?  Since  when 
has  an  agricultural  people  fubmitted  to  the  unjud  capri¬ 
cious  law  cf  a  people  explorers  of  the  precious  metals  ? 
Might  we  not  fuppofe  that  Madrid  and  Philadelphia  mutu¬ 
ally  afiided  in  prolonging  the  flavery  or  the  river  ;  that  the 
proprietors  of  a  barren  coad  are  afraid  led  the  Mifiifippi, 
once  opened,  and  its  numerous  branches  brought  into  acti¬ 
vity,  their  fields  might  become  deferts,  and  in  a  word  that 
commerce  dreads  having  rivals  in  thole  interior  parts  as- 
foon  as  their  inhabitants  {hall  ceafe  to  be  fubjedls  ?  This 
lad  fuppofition  is  but  too  well  founded  ;  an  influential  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Izard,  one  day  in  converfation  un- 
difguifedly  announced  it  to  me. 

ii.  I  diall  be  more  brief  in  my  obfervations  on  the  mur¬ 
murs  excited  by  the  fydem  for  the  fale  of  lands.  It  is  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  unjud  that  thefe  vad  and  fertile  regions  fhould 
be  fold  by  provinces  to  capitalids,  who  thus  enrich  them- 
felves,  and  retail  with  immenfe  profits,  to  the  hufbandmen, 
pofleffions  which  they  have  never  feen.  If  there  were  not 
a  latent  defign  to  arred  the  rapid  fettlement  cf  thofe  lands, 
9  and  to  prolong  their  infant  date,  why  not  open  in  the  wed 
land  offices,  where  every  body  without  dibmoficn,  {hould 
be  admitted  to  purchafe  by  a  large  or  fmall  quantity?  Why 
reierve  to  fell  or  didribute  to  favourites,  to  a  clan  of  flat¬ 
terers,  of  courtiers,  that  which  belongs  to  the  date,  an4 
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which  fhoulcl  be  fold  ro  the  greated  poflible  profit  of  all 

its  members  ? 

12.  Such  therefore  were  the  parts  of  the  public  griev¬ 
ance,  upon  which  the  weftern  people  mod  infilled.  Now, 
as  the  common  difpatches  inform  you,  theie  complaints 
were  fydematizing  by  the  converfaticns  of  influential  men 
who  retired  into  thofe  wild  countries,  and  who  from  prin¬ 
ciple,  or  by  a  feries  of  particular  heart-burnings,  animated 
difcontents  already  too  near  to  effervefcence.  At  laft  the 
local  explofion  is  effedled.  The  weltern  people  calculated 
©n  being  lupported  by  fome  diftinguilhed  charadlers  in  the 
eaft,  and  even  imagined  they  had  in  the  bofom  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  fome  abetters,  who  might  {hare  in  their  griev¬ 
ances  or  their  principles. 

13.  From  what  I  have  detailed  above,  thofe  men  might 
indeed  be  fuppofed  numerous.  The  fefiions  of  1793  and 
1794  had  given  importance  to  the  republican  party,  and 
folidity  to  its  accufations.  The  propofitions  of  Mr.  Ma- 
difon,  or  his  projedl  of  a  navigation  a<T,  of  which  Mr. 
Jefterfon  was  originally  the  author,  fapped  the  Britilh  in- 
tered,  now  an  integral  part  of  the  financiering  fydem. 
Mr.  Taylor,  a  republican  member  of  the  Senate,  publilh- 
ed,  towards  the  end  of  the  feflion,  three  pamphlets,  in 
which  this  lad  is  explored  to  its  origin,  and  developed  in 
its  progrefs  and  confequences  with  force  and  method,  in 
the  lad  he  aflerts  that  the  decrepid  date  of  affairs  refulting 
from  that  fydem,  could  not  but  prefage,  under  rifing  go¬ 
vernment,  either  a  revolution  or  a  civil  war. 

14.  The  fird  was  preparing  :  the  government,  which 
had  forefeen  it,  reproduce  1,  under  various  forms,  the  de¬ 
mand  of  a  difpofable*  force  which  might  put  it  in  a  re- 
fpedlable  date  of  defence.  Defeated  in  this  meafure,|who 
can  aver  that  it  may  not  have  hadened  the  local  eruption, 
in  order  to  make  an  advantageous  diverfion,  and  to  lay  the 
more  general  dorm  which  it  faw  gathering  ?  Am  I  not  au¬ 
thorized  in  forming  this  conjedlure  from  the  converfation 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  with  me  and  Le  Blanc, 
alone,  an  account  of  which  you  have  in  my  difpatch,  No. . 
3  ?  But  how  may  we  expedl  that  this  new  plan  will  be  exe¬ 
cuted  ?  By  exafperating  and  fevere  meafures,  authorifed  by 
a  law  which  was  not  folicited  till  the  clofe  of  the  feflion. 
This  law  gave  to  the  one  already  exiding  for  colledling  the 
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excife  a  coercive  force  which  hitherto  it  had  not  pofiefied, 
and  a  demand  of  which  was  not  before  ventured  to  be 
madef .  By  means  of  this  new  law  all  the  refra&ory  citi¬ 
zens  to  the  old  one,  were  caufed  to  be  purfued  with  a  hid¬ 
den  rigor  ;  a  great  number  of  writs  were  iflued  ;  doubtlefs 
the  natural  confequences  from  a  condudd  fo  decifive  and  fo 
harlh  were  expended  ;  and  before  thefe  were  manifefted 
the  means  of  repreflion  had  been  prepared  ;  this  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  what  Mr.  Randolph  meant  in  telling  me  that  un¬ 
der  pretext  of  giving  energy  to  the  government  it  was  intended 
to  introduce  abfolute  power  and  to  miflead  the  P  reft  dent  in  paths 
which  would  conduct  him  to  unpopularity . 

15.  Whether  the  explofion  has  been  provoked  by  the 
government ;  or  owes  its  birth  to  accident,  it  is  certain 
that  a  commotion  of  fome  hundreds  of  men,  who  have 
not  fmee  been  found  in  arms,  and  the  very  pacific  union 
of  the  counties  in  Braddock’s  Field,  a  union  which  has  not 
been  revived,  were  not  fymptoms  which  could  juflify  this 
railing  of  fo  great  a  force  as  15,000  men.  Befides  the 
principles,  uttered  in  the  declarations  hitherto  made  public, 
rather  announced  ardent  minds  to  be  calmed  than  anar- 
chifts  to  be  fubdued.  But  in  order  to  obtain  fomething 
on  the  public  opinion  prepoflefied  againft  the  demands  con¬ 
templated  to  be  made,  it  was  neceffary  to  magnify  the 
danger,  to  disfigure  the  views  of  thofe  people,  to  attribute 
to  them  the  defign  of  uniting  themfelves  with  England,  to 
alarm  the  citizens  for  the  fate  of  the  conftitution,  whilfh 
in  reality  the  revolution  threatened  only  the  minifters. 
This  ftep  fucceeded  :  an  army  is  raifed  ;  this  military  part 
of  the  fupprefiion  is  doubtlefs  Mr.  Hamilton’s,  the  pacific 
part  and  the  fending  of  commifiioners  are  due  to  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  Mr.  Randolph  over  the  mind  of  the  Prefid  ent, 
whom  I  delight  always  to  believe,  and  whom  I  do  believe, 
truly  virtuous,  and  the  friend  of  his  fellow  citizens  and 
principles. 

16.  In  the  mean  time,  although  there  was  a  certainty 
of  having  an  army,  yet  it  was  neceflary  to  allure  them¬ 
felves  of  co-operators  among  the  men  whofe  patriotic  re¬ 
putation  might  influence  their  party,  and  whofe  lukewarm- 

•j'  This  law  was  mentioned  in  the  comment  upon  the  laws  of 
the  la  A:  feflion  inclofed  in  No.  9.  of  the  correfpondenca  of  the 
minifter. 
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nefs  or  want  of  energy  in  the  exifting  conjundlures  might 
compromit  the  fuccefs  of  the  plans.  Of  ail  the  governors 
whole  duty  it  was  to  appear  at  the  head  of  the  requifitions, 
the  governor  of  Pcnniylv&ttia  alone  enjoyed  the  name  of 
Republican  :  his  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  theTreafury 
and  of  his  fyftems  was  known  to  be  unfavourable.  T  he 
Secretary  of  this  State  pofleffed  great  influence  in  the  Po¬ 
pular  Society  of  Philadelphia,  which  in  its  turn  influenced 
thofe  of  other  hates  \  of  courfe  he  merited  attention.  It 
appears  therefore  that  thefe  men  with  others  unknown  to 
me,  all  having  without  doubt  Randolph  at  their  head,  were 
balancing  to  decide  on  their  party.  Two  or  three  clays  be¬ 
fore  the  proclamation  was  publifhed,  and  of  courfe  before 
the  cabinet  had  refolved  on  its  meafures,  Mr.  Randolph 
came  to  fee  me  with  an  air  of  great  eagernefs,  and  made 
to  me  the  overtures  of  which  I  have  given  you  an  account 
in  my  No.  6.  Thus  with  feme  thoufands  of  dollars  the 
Republic  could  have  deckled  on  civil  war  or  on  peace  ! 
Thus  the  confciences  of  the  pretended  patriots  of  America 
have  already  their  prices*  ?  It  is  very  true  that  the  certain¬ 
ty  of  thefe  conclufions,  painful  to  be  drawn,  will  forever 
exift  in  our  archives  !  What  will  be  the  old  age  of  this 
government,  if  it  is  thus  early  decrepid  !  Such,  citizen,  is 
the  evident  confequence  of  the  fyftem  of  finances  conceiv¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Hamilton.  Ide  has  made  of  a  whole  nation  a 
ftockjobbing,  fpeculating,  felfifh  people.  Riches  alone 
here  fix  confideration  5  and  as  no  one  likes  to  be  defpifed, 
they  are  unive'rfally  fought  after.  Neverthelefs  this  depra¬ 
vity  has  not  yet  embraced  the  mafs  of  the  people  ;  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  this  pernicious  fyftem  have  as  yet  but  flightly  touch¬ 
ed  them.  Still  there  are  patriots,  of  whom  I  delight  to 
entertain  an  idea  worthy  of  that  impofing  title.  Confult 
Monrce,  he  is  of  this  number  j  he  had  apprifed  me  of  the 
men  whom  the  current  of  events  had  dragged  along  as  bo¬ 
dies  devoid  of  weight.  His  friend  Madifon  is  alfo  an  ho- 
n§ft  man.  Jefferfon,  on  whom  the  patriots  caft  their  eyes 
to  fucceed  the  Prefident,  had  forefeen  thefe  crifes.  He 
prudently  retired  in  order  to  avoid  making  a  figure  againft 
his  inclinations  in  feenes,  the  fecret  of  which  will  foon  or 
late  be  brought  to  light. 

O  O  -  . 

i  7.  As  foon  as  it  was  decided  that  the  French  Republic 
purchafed  no  men  to  do  their  duty,  there  were  to  be  feen 

•*  Tar  if. 
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individuals,  about  whofe  conduct  t  e  government  could  at 
lead  form  uneafy  conjectures,  giving  themfelvcs  up  with 
fcandalous  orientation  to  its  views,  and  even  feconding  its 
declarations.  The  Popular  Societies  foon  emitted  refolutions 
(tamped  with  the  fame  fpirit,  and  who  although  they  may 
have  been  advifed  by  love  of  order,  might  neverthelefs 
have  omitted  or  uttered  them  with  lefs  iolemnity.  Then 
were  feen  coming  from  the  verv  men  whom  we  had  been 
accuftomed  to  regard  as  having  little  friend fh ip  for  the  fyi- 
tem  of  the  treafurer,  harrangues  without  end,  in  order  to 
give  a  new  direction  to  the  public  mind.  The  militia,  how¬ 
ever,  manifeft  fome  repugnance,  particularly  in  Pennfylva- 
nia,  for  the  fervice  to  which  thev  were  called.  Several  of- 
fleers  refign  ;  at  lafl  by  excurfions  or  harrangues,  income 
plete  requifitions  are  obtained,  and  fcattered  volunteer 
corps  from  different  parts  make  up  the  deficieny.  How 
much  more  interefting,  than  the  changeable  men  whom  I 
have  painted  above,  were  thole  plain  citizens  who  anfwer- 
ed  the  foiicitaticns  which  were  made  to  them  to  join  the 
volunteers — “  If  we  are  required  we  will  march  j  becaufe 
we  do  net  wifh  not  to  have  a  government,  but  to  arm  our- 
felves  as  volunteers  would  be  in  appearance  fubferibing 
implicitly  to  the  excife  fyftem  which  we  reprobate.” 

18.  What  I  have  faid  above,  authorifes  then  our  refiling 
on  the  opinion  become  inconteftible,  that  in  the  crifis  which 
has  burft,  and  in  the  means  employed  for  reftoring  order, 
the  true  queftion  was  the  deftrudion  or  the  triumph  of  the 
treafurer’s  plans.  This  being  once  eftablifhed,  let  us  pais 
over  the  fads  related  in  the  common  difpatches,  and  fee 
iiow  the  government  or  the  treafurer  will  take  from  the  ve¬ 
ry  broke  which  threatened  his  fyftem  the  fare  opportunity 
of  humbling  the  adverfe  party,  and  of  filencing  their  ene¬ 
mies  whether  open  or  concealed.  The  army  marched  ; 
the  Prefident  made  known  that  he  was  going  to  command 
it  j  he  fat  out  for  Cariifle  *,  Hamilton,  as  I  have  underftcod, 
requefted  to  follow  him  ;  the  Prefident  dared  not  to  refufe 
him.  It  does  not  require  much  penetration  to  divine  the 
objed  of  this  journey  :  In  the  Prefident  it  was  wife,  it  might 
alio  be  his  duty.  But  in  Mr.  Hamilton  it  was  a  ccnfequence 
of  the  profound  policy  which  direds  ail  his  fteps ;  a  mea- 
fure  didated  by  a  perfed  knowledge  of  the  human  heart. 
Was  it  not  interefting  for  him,  for  his  party,  tottering  un¬ 
der  the  weight  of  events  without  and  accufations  within,  to 
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proclaim  an  intimacyTnore  perfeH  thancver  with  the  Prc- 
Sclent,  whofe  very  name  is  a  fufficient  fhield  againft  the  moft 
formidable  attacks  ?  Now  what  more  evident  mark  could 
the  Prefident  give  of  his  intimacy  than  by  differing  Mr. 
Hamilton  v/hofe  name  even  is  underftood  in  the  well;  as  that 
of  a  public  enemy,  to  go  and  place  himfeif  at  the  head  of  the 
army  which  went,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  to  caufe  his 
fyftem  to  triumph  againft  the  opposition  of  the  people  ? 
The  prefence  of  Mr.  Hamilton  with  the  army  muff  attach 
it  more  than  ever  to  his  party  *,  we  fee  what  ideas  thefe  cir- 
eumffances  eive  birth  to  on  both  ffdes,  all  however  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Secretary. 

19.  Three  weeks  had  they  encamped  in  the  weft  without 
a  fmgle  armed  man  appearing.  However  the  Prefident,  or 
thofe  who  wiihed  to  make  the  moft  of  this  new  manoeuvre, 
made  it  public  that  he  was  going  to  command  in  perfon. 
The  feffion  of  Congrefs  being  very  near,  it  was  wifhed  to1 
try  whether  there  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  preffes, 
which  were  fuppofed  to  have  changed,  a  filence,  whence 
to  conclude  the  poffibility  of  infringing  the  conftitution  in 
its  moft  effential  part ;  in  that  which  fixes  the  relation  of 
the  Prefident  with  the  legiflature.  But  the  patriotic  papers 
laid  hold  of  this  artful  attempt :  I  am  certain  that  the  office 
of  the  fecretaryof  ftate  which  alone  remained  at  Philadelphia 
(for  while  the  minifter  of  finance  was  with  the  army,  the 
minifter  of  war  was  on  a  tour  to  the  Province  of  Maine, 
400  miles  from  Philadelphia)  maintained  the  controverfy 
in  favour  of  the  opinion  which  it  was  defired  to  eftablifir. 
A  companion  between  the  Prefident  and  the  Englifh  mon¬ 
arch  was  introduced,  who  far  removed  from  Weftminfter, 
yet  fcriHIy  fulfils  his  duty  of  fandtioning  *,  it  was  much  in¬ 
filled  on  tliat  the  conftitution  declares  that  the  Prefident 
commands  the  armed  force  :  this  fimilitude  was  treated  with 
contempt  *,  the  confequence  of  the  power  of  commanding 
in  perfon,  drawn  from  the  right  to  command  in  chief  (or 
diredf )  the  force  of  the  ftate,  was  ridiculed  and  reduced  to 
an  abfurdity,  by  fuppofing  a  fleet  at  fea  and  an  army  on  land. 
The  refult  of  this  controverfy  v/as,  that  fome  days  after 
it  was  announced  that  the  Prefident  would  come  to  open 
the  approaching  feffion. 

20.  During  his  ftay  at  Bedford,  the  Prefident  doubtlefs 
concerted  the  plan  of  the  campaign  with  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom 
he  left  the  command  in  chief.  The  letter  by  which  he  de-* 
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legates  the  command  to  him,  is  that  o^a  virtuous  man,  at 
lead  as  to  the  major  part  of  the  fentiments  which  it  con¬ 
tains  ;  he  afterwards  fet  out  for  Philadelphia,  where  he 
has  juft  arrived,  and  Mr.  Hamilton  remains  with  the  army. 

21.  This  lad  circumdance  unveils  all  the  plan  of  the 
Secretary  *,  he  prefides  over  the  military  operations,  in  or¬ 
der  to  acquire  in  the  fight  of  his  enemies  a  formidable  and 
impofing  confi deration.  He  and  Mr.  Lee  the  commander 
in  chief,  agree  perfe&lv  in  principles.  The  governors  of 
Jerfey  and  Maryland  harmonize  entirely  with  them  ;  the 
governor  of  Pennfylvania,  of  whom  it  never  would  have 
been  fufpected,  lived  intimately  and  publicly  with  Hamil¬ 
ton.  Such  a  union  of  perfons  would  be  matter  fuflicient 
to  produce  refidance  in  the  wedern  counties,  even  admit¬ 
ting  they  had  net  thought  of  making  any. 

22.  The  foldiers  themfelves  are  aftonilhed  atthefcanda- 
lous  gaiety,  with  which  thofe  who  poffefs  the  fecret,  pro¬ 
claim  their  approaching  triumph.  It  is  afked,  of  what  ufe 
are  15,000  men  in  this  country,  in  which  provifions  are 
fcarce,  and  where  are  to  be  feized  only  fome  turbulent 
men  at  their  plough.  Thofe  who  ccndu&ed  the  expe¬ 
dition  know  this  *,  the  matter  is  to  create  a  great  expence  •, 
when  the  fums  fhall  come  to  be  a  defied,  no  one  will  be 
willing:  to  pay,  and  fhoula  each  pav  his  ade Ilmen t,  it  will 
be  done  in  curling  the  infurgent  principles  of  the  patriots. 

23.  It  is  impoifiblc  to  make  a  more  able  manoeuvre  for 
the  opening:  of  Consrefs.  The  palhons,  the  generous  in- 
dignation,  which  had  agitated  their  minds  in  the  lad  fef- 
f:on,  were  about  being  renewed  with  dill  more  vigor ; 
there  was  nothing  to  announce  of  brilliant  fuccefles  which 
they  had  promifed.  The  hofdlities  of  Great  Britain  on  the 
continent  fo  long  difguifed,  and  now  become  evident,  a 
commerce  always  harraded,  ridiculous  negociations  linger¬ 
ing  at  London,  waiting  until  new  conjunctures  fhould  au¬ 
thorize  new  infults :  luch  was  the  picture  they  were  likely 
to  have  to  offer  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people.  But 
this  crilis,  and  the  great  movements  made  to  prevent  its 
confequences,  change  the  date  of  things.  With  what  ad¬ 
vantage  do  they  denounce  an  attrocious  attack  upon  the 
conditution:  and  appreciate  the  activity  ufed  to  reprefs  it  j 
the  aridocratical  party  will  foon  have  underdood  the  fe¬ 
cret  ;  all  the  misfortunes  will  be  attributed  to  patriots  *,  the 
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party  of  the  latter  is  about  being  defeated  by  all  the  weak 
men,  and  this  complete  feflion  will  have  been  gained. 

24.  Who  knows  what  will  be  the  limits  of  this  tri¬ 
umph  ?  Perhaps  advantage  will  be  taken  by  it  to  obtain 
fome  laws  for  ftrengthening  the  government,  and  ftill 
more  precipitating  the  propenfity,  already  vifible,  that  it 
lias  towards  ariftocracy. 

25.  Such  are,  citizen,  the  data  which  I  pofl'efs  concern¬ 
ing  thefe  events,  and  the  confequences  I  draw  from  them  : 
I  wifh  I  may  be  deceived  in  my  calculations,  and  the  good 
difpoliiion  of  the  people  *,  their  attachment  to  principles 
lead  me  to  expeX  it.  I  have  perhaps  herein  fallen  into 
the  repetition  of  reflexions  and  faXs  contained  in  other  dif- 
patches,  but  I  wiflied  to  prefent  together  fome  views  which 
I  have  reafon  to  afcribe  to  the  ruling  party,  and  fome  able 
manoeuvres  invented  to  fuppcrt  themfelves.  Without  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  paffions  of  the  parties,  I  obferve  them  *,  and 
I  owe  to  my  country  an  exaX  and  itriX  account  of  the  fitu- 
ntion  of  things.  I  Ihall  make  it  my  duty  to  keep  you  regu¬ 
larly  informed  of  every  change  that  may  take  place  *,  a- 
bove  all  I  ihall  apply  myfelf  to  penetrate  the  difpofition  of 
the  legiflature  *,  that  will  not  a  little  aflift  in  forming  the 
final  idea  which  we  ought  to  have  of  thefe  movements,  and 
what  we  fhould  really  fear  or  hope  from  them. 

Health  and  fraternity. 

(Signed)  JH :  FAUCHET. 


Extract  from  the  Political  Difpatch ,  No.  3 .  of  Jofeph  Fan - 
chety  to  the  Mi  infer  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

c  'PH K  Si  the  Secretary  of  State  appeared  to  open  himfelf 
without  refer ve.  He  imparted  to  me  the  ititefline  div  ikons, 
which  were  rambling  in  the  United  States.  i  lie  idea  of  an 
approaching  commotion  affected  him  deeply.  He  hoped  to 
prevent  it.  ■  by  the  afcendency  which  he  daily  acquired  over  the 
mind  of  the  Prcfideut,  who  con  Pal  red  him  in  all  affairs,  audio 
whom  he  told  the  truth,  which  his  colleagues  difguifed  from 
him. 

u  The  Prefident:  of  the  United  States,  fays  he,  is  the  mortal 
enemy  of  England  ;  and  the  friend  of  France.  I  can  affirm  it 
noon  my  honour.  But  not  mixing  with  the  world,  he  maybe 
circumvented  bv  the.  dark  manoeuvres  of  fome  men,  who  wind 

j 

themfelves  in  an  hundred  ways,  to  draw  him  into  meafures, 
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which  will  caufehim  to  icfe  all  his  popularity.  Under  the  pre¬ 
text  of  giving  energy  to  government,  they  would  abfoluuly 
make  a  monarch  of  him.  J'hey  receive  him,  as  to  the  true  lpi- 
rit  of  the  people;  as  well  as  upon  the  affairs  of  France.  1  am 
fare,  that  at  this  moment,  he  efcapes  from  them,  and  that  in 
all  thele  perfidious  manoeuvres  they  have  not  been  able  to  dif- 
fuade  him  from  pronouncing  with  vigor  again!!  the  miniftry  of 

England.  He  has - hut  it  is  impoftible  lor  me  in  confidence 

to  make  to  you  tin.  •  on  hellion.  1  fhould  betray  the  duties  of 
my  office,  livery  thing,  w  hich  I  can  fay  to  you,  is,  that  it  i  ; 
important  for  our  two  nations,  that  you  continue  to  viftt  him 
frequently.  ;?ewf  be  t  uched  with  the  proofs  of  friend  fhip, 
which  vou  (hall  teftify  to  i  3m  ;  and  1  am  furs,  that  this  will  be 
an  infallible  means  of  cauling  them  to  be  valued.  I  would  quit 
the  port,  which  he  has  confided  to  me,  if  he  could  be  brought 
to  make  any  attempt  upon  the  rights  of  the  people.  A  bill  lias 
galled  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  which  wounds  liberty.  They 
iBtve  at  ’cult  taken  away  the  article  which  prevents  the  fale  of 
the  French  prizes  in  our  ports.  My  heart  is  troubled  by  it. 
But  I  have  feen  with  pleafure,  that  my  refle&iqns  on  this  fub- 
jedt  upon  tiie  dreadful  cribs,  which  would  refult  from  an  abnfie 
of  it,  have  made  a  deep  impreftion  upon  the  mind,  I  will  even 
fav  ; — upon  the  heart  of  the  Prefident,  who  is  an  honourable 
man.  Let  us  unite  Mr.  Fauchet  to  draw  our  two  nations  ciofer 
together.  Thofe,  who  love  liberty,  are  for  fraternizing  with 
the  French  Republic,  the  partizans  of  llavery  prefer  an  alliance 
with  England 

te  I,  he  laid  to  me  (in  fpeaking  of  the  treaty  of  Jay'"')  that 
there  is  no  qaeftion  in  his  million,  but  to  demand  a  folemn  epa- 
ration  for  the  fpoliations  which  our  commerce  has  experienced 
on  the  part  of  England ;  and  to  give  you  a  proof,  that  hvlr.  jay 
cannot  enter  into  a  negociation  contrary  to  what  we  owe  to 
France,  1  will  give  you  the  part  of  the  infractions,  which  con¬ 
cern  it. 

“  Although  the  following  note,  which  I  have,  written  in  his 
own  hand,  with  a  promife  to  burn  it,  be  little  important,  I  an¬ 
nex  it  hereto. 

u  If  the  Englifh  miniftry  fhall  infmuate,  that  the  whole  or  i- 
“  liv  part  of  tliefe  inftrudfions  ffiould  appear  to  i)e  influenced  b  / 
“  a  fuppofed  predilection  in  favour  of  France,  you  will  arreit 
“  the  fubject  as  being  foreign  to  the  prefent  queftion.  It  \z  what 
“  the  Englifh  nation  has  no  right  to  objedt  to  ;  becaufe  we  are 
<(  free  in  our  fentiments  and  independent  in  our  government.” 

“  The  following  cafe  is  to  be  unchangeable.  As  there  is  no 
(i  doubt,  that  the  Englifh  miniftry  will  endeavour  to  detach  us 
“  from  France,  you  will  inform  them  of  the  firm  determination 

*  The  word  affirm,  appears  to  be  omitted  in  the  certified  cope. 
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lt  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  not  to  deviate  fro  ns 
“  our  treaties,  or  our  engagements  with  France.” 


Extract  from  the  Political  Difpatch ,  No.  6.  of  Citizen  Fau -» 
chet^  Minfer  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  to  the 
United  States. 


(<  SCARCE  was  the  commotion  known,  when  the  Secretary 


Je 


O  c  -i.  AV.  Fs  i 

of  State  came  to  inv  houfe.  All  his  countenance  was  g-  jef 
requeued  of  me  a  private  converfation.  It  is  all  over,  faid  he 
to  me.  A  civil  war  is  about  to  ravage  our  unhappy  country. 
Four  men  bv  their  talents,  their  influence,  and  their  energy 
may  lave  it.  But  debtors  of  Englifli  merchants,  they  will  he 
deprived  of  their  liberty,  if  they  take  the  thralled  ftep.  Could 
you  lend  them  indantaneoudy  funds,  fufficient  to  fhelter  them 
from  English  perfecution.  This  enquiry  aftonifhed  me  much* 
it  was  impoflible  for  me  to  make  a  fatisfaclory  anfwer.  Ydu 
know  my  want  of  power,  and  my  defeat  of  pecuniary  means. 

1  {hall  draw  my  felt  from  the  affair  by  feme  common  place  re¬ 
marks,  and  by  throwing  myfelf  on  the  pure  and  unalterable 
principles  of  the  Republic. 

“  I  have  never  fince  heard  of  proportions  of  this  nature.” 


T  the  underfigtied  Peter  Auguflus  Adet,  Minider  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  the  French  Republic,  near  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 


rica,  certify  thole  to  whom  it  may  belong,  that  the  difpatchea 


jSJ o.  3.  and  6.  mentioned  in  the  difpatch  No.  10.  of  the  10th  of 
Brumaire,  in  the  3d  year,  addreded  by  Citizen  Fauchet,  my 
predecedor,  to  the  commiffary  of  exterior  relations,  are  rela¬ 
tive  to  a  number  of  objects  entirely  foreign  to  Mr.  Randolph, 
and  that  the  extracts,  which  I  have  delivered  to  him  agreeably 
to  his  requ-eft,  contain  both  the  converfation  and  the  overtures, 
of  which  Citizen  Fauchet  fpcaks  in  his  difpatch. 

I  certify  moreover  that  at  jhe  requed  of  Mr.  Randolph  1  have 
examined  the  difpatches  of  Citizen  Fauchet  to  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  that  whenfoe^er  Citizen  Fauchet  has  had  occa- 
iion  to  fpeak  of  Mr.  Randolph,  in  refpeft  to  his  morality,  he  al¬ 
ways  deferibes  him  as  an  honed  and  upright  man. 

Given  at  Philadelphia,  under  my  hand  and  feal  of  the  French 
legation,  the  4th  of  Vendemaire,  in  the  3d  year  of  the 
Republic,  one  and  indivisible. 


P.  A.  ADET. 
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